Program Participation Consent Form

I, _____________________________________________, parent of minor child(ren) _____________________________________________________________________________, hereby consent for my child(ren) to participate in the Kids First divorce workshops at United Action for Youth.  

Description of Services:  The purpose of the program is to offer education and support to help children in the process of divorce.  I understand that this workshop does not provide counseling, but is an educational program designed to ease children through the transition of divorce.  I am also aware that the group facilitators are trained volunteers and not professional counselors.  I understand that in order to encourage children to participate actively, parents and outside observers are not allowed to attend.  

Confidentiality:  I understand that the program may be described in written publications but that no information will be provided that could identify any individual participants in the program.  I give my consent for UAY to use artwork, images or quotations made by my child in Divorce workshop brochures, literature, or other public relations activities.  My child will not be identified by his or her real name. 


Waiver:  I agree that neither I nor anyone representing me shall call on any staff persons involved in this program at any time to provide either written or oral testimony at a deposition or in court on any issue related to my family nor shall I subpoena any records from United Action for Youth for such purposes.  I waive any right that I may have to call such person or subpoena such record in this or any action which is or may be filed. 

I understand that the owner of the facility used for the workshop is in no way responsible or liable for any action associated with UAY’s Kids First Divorce program. 

I have signed below that I have read, understand, and agree to the above:


___________________________
__________________________
____________

Parent’s Signature


Parent’s Name (Print)

Date

*This form must be received 3 days prior to the date your child attends the workshop.  

Forms can be faxed to (319)337-7999 
or mailed to:

UNITED ACTION FOR YOUTH

KID’S FIRST DIVORCE  WORKSHOP

P.O. BOX 892

IOWA CITY, IA   52244

OR SCANNED AND EMAILED TO: Jan.Liggett@unitedactionforyouth.org


Q.   What are the Kids First Workshops for Children of Divorce?
A.   United Action for Youth offers Kids First divorce workshops designed to help children understand and cope with their parents’ separation and divorce.  The classes are free and are required for all kids ages 6-16 whose parents are divorcing in Johnson County, Iowa.  Children are grouped by grade level, and there are separate curricula for grades K-2, 3-5, 6-8, and 9-11.  The educational workshops are interactive and utilize artwork, games, discussions, videos, and role-plays.  Classes are 2.5 hours long for K-8.  The class for grades 9-11 is 2 hours long.

Q.  Who attends the Kids First Workshops?
A.   Parents who filed for divorce after May 26, 2009 in Johnson County and whose kids are between the ages of 6-16 are required to enroll their children in the class.  At least two adult facilitators lead each class.  Parents do not attend the workshops.  

Q.  Why does the court require kids to go to the class?

A.   The court is concerned about the impact that divorce can have on children.  The class helps kids understand and cope with separation and divorce. 

The class gives kids a confidential and neutral place to talk about their feelings, it gives them an opportunity to have their questions answered in an age-appropriate way by people with knowledge about divorce, and it gives them tools to use to adjust to family changes.  One of the biggest benefits of the class is that the kids are grouped with other kids their age who are going through similar experiences.  It shows them that they’re not alone.   

Q.  What is the content of the class?  

A.   Through activities, games, role plays and movie clips, kids learn:

· their feelings are normal and okay.

· it’s important to express their feelings to parents and other adults in their support network.

· they have a right not to be in the middle of their parents’ fights and a right not to take sides.

· the legal process at an age-appropriate level (for example, words they might hear).

· their family is always their family, and that there is hope that things can get better.

Q.  What if we need to reschedule?

A.   It is very important for United Action for Youth to know how many children will be attending each workshop.  If a child is registered for one of the workshops and cannot attend, parents must notify UAY in advance at 319-338-7518 x102.   
Q.  How does the Court know my child attended the class?

A.   UAY records the case number at the time of registration.  One week after all of the kids in a family have attended, UAY files a certificate of completion with the Court.  
