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Press Release

“2009 Festival of Flowers raises $17,300 for Local Youth Programming at UAY”
Over 300 guests attended United Action for Youth’s fourth annual Festival of Flowers Flower Show and Competition.  This years Festival was entitled “Here comes the sun, our community blooms again.” It was held at Brown Deer Clubhouse on Thursday May 28, 2009.   Floral arrangements and container gardens were donated by local professionals, amateurs, youth and celebrities to raise money for UAY’s Teen Parent, Youth Development, and Counseling programs. Nearly 100 people came out during the day to take in the amazing floral arrangements.  Refreshments were provided and fresh flowers and garden stones painted by youth were available for purchase.   The reception began at 5:30pm where 172 floral arrangements were sold through both a silent and live auction.   Entries included a floral arrangement with bubbles, a water feature within a container garden, and a radio flyer wagon filled with flowers.  Terrance Neuzil served as the Emcee and Mark Sharpless was the auctioneer.  Music was provided by local youth Tareq Abuissa and Claudia Nagy who participate in UAY programming.  Some of the live auction items included the winning entries, a golf package, an Adirondack chair hand painted by Beppie Weiss and a garden party donated by Nancy and Craig Willis, 

People voted for their favorites throughout the day and three local Master Gardners;  Melanie Haupert, Barb Schintler and Sharon Jeter served as judges.  Plaques were awarded for Best Use of Theme, Most Creative Container and Best in Show. This event has evolved into a much anticipated spring fundraiser that gets more creative every year.  A special thank you goes out to our presenting sponsor Quality Care, and Julie Poelter of Fountain of Flowers and Lucy Hershberger of Forever Green for helping youth create amazing floral arrangements.  Also thanks to UAY staff for doing what they do best – connecting with youth through creative arts.
The following entries won awards:

Best in Show and People’s Choice Professional "Sun After Troubled Waters" by Scott Allen of Pleasant Valley

  Most Creative Container  "Come Create with ICM"  Lori Kaemmberer at the ICM

Best Use of Theme and People’s Choice Amateur  "Here comes the sun, butterflies, bubbles and        fun” by Donna Jones of Child Psychiatry at UIHC

People Choice Youth "Foundation of Community: Family, Prosperity, Innocence".  By Rickeshia            Davenport
Honorable Mentions:

Ya'Dig" by Gabby Cronbaugh

                "Orange Sherbet" by Lynette Jacoby

  "Cecelia Robinsons Herb Garden” by Mandy Maass

                "Hopping in the Sunshine" by Shirley Lekin
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